CHAPTER   XII
PRELUDES
CharlesdeValoisrprojectforcrusadeagainstEasternEmpire. Knights Hos-
pitallers: conquest of Rhodes.   Papal League: occupation and loss of Smyrna
THE history of the crusade in the Later Middle Ages may
be divided into three fairly distinct periods, each containing
a series of events which bear the same general marks, and
each following the other as a natural corollary.    The first,
extending from the beginning to approximately the middle
of the fourteenth century, was an age of active propaganda
and of minor preludes to the great battles of the West in the
East.    These preludes were only the immediate results of
the prolific output of theorists whose work has been analysed
in the foregoing pages.   The second, covering the rest of
the century, was an age of crusades, of which the capture of
Alexandria (1365), the Barbary expedition (1390) and the
crusade of Nicopolis (1396) were notable examples.   They
all failed miserably to settle the centuries old dispute with
Muhammadanism by force of arms, whether in Egypt, in
North Africa or in Turkey; and this demonstration of the
incapacity of the West appears to have imbued the mind
of Islam with contempt for what was regarded as the inferior-
ity  of the Christians and encouraged it to pursue its
victories by counter-attack.    This gave rise to the third
phase of the crusade which came in the fifteenth century and
turned  the   balance  in  favour of the  counter-crusades
of Egypt against the Christian outposts in the Levant,
and of the Ottomans in Eastern Europe.    The defence
of  Byzantium  in   1453,  though partly undertaken  by
a number of small fighting units from the West, could
hardly be called a crusade, for it did not possess that quality
of co-operation among all the peoples of Christendom for
the recovery of the Holy Land which was the essence of
holy war.   The battles of Hungary and Venice were styled
as crusades; but in reality they were little more than defen-
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